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2 el a
Organiza‘cim for Maritime Trainins) ‘had four tra.inins ships: DAR POMQGRZA; -
ZEW MORZA, |JANEK KRASINSKT snd HENRYK Rmowsx;

20 “The failure of the peewe vcyage of these ships to leningrad in April-May
1951 was the immediate ceuse of the liquidation of the PCWMi training school,

The liquidation started in July 1951 and was completed by 1 Jan 52. The 'peace’
voyage had been made without prior permission from either Warsaw or Mosdow
suthorities, (':tnu) Micbalowski, the head. of PCWM, had received no permission from
the Polish Minis‘t;ry of Shipping because (fnu) Demb%cz, one of its directors,
opposed him in every way. Michalowski refused to return to Steitin when radioced
to 4o 80, and was called to account in Wersaw after the voysge. He must bave
managed to whitewash himself with the suthorities because he returned to Gdynis
in good graces in Dec 51; then left to become chief of 'Widzial Kadrow' at the
Ministerstvwo Zeglugi in Warsaw. .
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"Instead of one center thete are now three separste merchant training
establishmentes

(a) Morske Technilum Mechaniczne,
Ulica Czerwonych Kosynierow, Gdynisa

{o) Technicum Navigacyjve,
Alleja Plastow, Stettin _
{corresponds to the Widzial Nevigecyjne in the old Szkols Morska.)

fe) Technicum Rybolowstwa Morskiego;
Alleja Zjednoscenis 3, Gdynia 50X1-HUM

"The liguidation was supervised by (fmu) Jurewicz. During the liguidstion
period, the staff was purged of 15 ‘unrelisble’ teachers
Those dismissed imcludeds

Wlodzimierz Budrewicy =~ Chief of the Szkola Jungow, a career Army
officer imprisoned by the Germans during
World War II.

Piotr Heresimowicz - An ‘educator’, Had belonged to the Waczek
‘ Brigade and fought at Arnhem.
50X1-HUM

Frontiszek Wiafzbicki ‘= QGeography master. Hig father wss a forestry
inspector‘ ‘

ALY su’bjsnt matter now mught at Polish schools (including the mari‘bime schools)

is heavily interpolated with Marxism. Most distorted is. history and the part
Christianity has played in cur civilization. In &ll history books Christ is
represented as a myth, a product of the economic relations of the time, Ha is
alleged to have existed ouly in the hobss and dreams of the apcisnt slaves for a Te-

deemer,; THY ywers BU-aud AD-&rs called (oeforst or-tof! cix-eve fpni e dnd'n of The

hinwy books overcharged with Marxism are 8o dry and boring that nobody can

rédd them with imterést. The pupils feel some opposition sgainst such treatment

of history and show it by learning only the absolute minimam required in order

to pass., This is possible since history is not among the important eu‘b:]eets

today. Whenaver the lies are put on too thick there is open reaction.  In- 1949

&t Ropke, e¢.g, the curriculum required |thet the Polish Communist

_troops in tue UBSR during World War IT were the acme of perfection mwuve650x1 -HUM
under” parfect conditions. 4 boy got up red in the face and shouted at the:

teachors 'You lie, s1l:this is not true, my father was there himself and he

- said that they even had verminl® When in 1948 the first Soviet-sponsored

history textbock came out nobody waderstood yhat it was all sbout, The suthor
had tried to make a synthesis of history as 1t really was gnd of Marxism which
prescribes that 'the role of the people’ in history should.fha glven the dominant
blace. Now Polish history does not lend iteelf to such treatment ss the country
was sparsely populated in the old times and people lived in very small groups
where individusls always played-a great part. This history was mot only a
falsificatlon but incomprebenaible; it had simply to be learnt by heert. Much
rote learning hes to be practised to this day. Since 1948, three furither text-
books of history have come out. They are still provisional, though written 'by
peracns affiliated with the Moscow Academy.
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6. "Altogether it is & very hard job to be a teacher snd many would like to chuck
it, but they cannot. There ave only three ways of doing so: (&) If your con=-
tract is at an epd and the suthoritied themselves refrain from rehiring you;
b) If you fali 111 and can elther pérsvade or brihe s dector to issus @ cer=.
tificate declaring you unfit for the job; _(c.) To neglect your duties so shockingly
that you sre dismissed. The lsst method is dangercus as you may be punished in -
addition to dismissal, 8o willy-nilly the older teachers must stick to their
Jobs, but no young people choose the teaching profession of their own free will,
The young teachers in Polsnd’ todasy are mainly reeruited frow smong young people
of undesireble social origin who heve been refused admission to & university.
Owing to the great shortage of teachers they are admitted to teachers’ seminaries.

Te "All literature is carefully censored in Poland today. All books. in eny way-
touching upon the Pilsudski period bsve been removed from libraries end bookshops.
The older librarians try to 4o whatever they can to. save good books from destruction,
by removing them from the shelves and storing them in cellars o escape detection
by comtrolling authorities. From the bookshops even the most ismocemt bonks sre

+ withdreyd; sometimes for the sske of one or two undesirable sentences; @ g in
1950 a book called Fatrol Beskidskl by one Djakowski wes withdrewn. It wes &
ipositive® work bub written in the scout spirit which was considered unsuitable.
The description of & polar voyage by the Polish explorer; Centkiewicz, was re-
published in 1950 with significent omissions. In one chapter the author had told
quite ex it that om & swall. i¥land his expeditiop-had met & Béviet ome returning
home and %a them to take back masl. The Soviet expedition had refused to
take any. Thie passage was removed from the new editions 0X1-HUM

8. "fhere is & strict prohibition of both import snd export nf*j books,.
out to sea and on rebuwrn sailors are sesrched for bodks snd papers
for example, NCWY DROGL was confiscated from a seilgr. There is no fresdom 4o
order books papers from the VUSSR eyen, particularly if they concern Communiat
ideology. Even thé Pulish mering autborities canrot order any btooks from Moscow
directly; they get them only if $hey have been transiated into Polish o are
being distributed in Russien frez? Warsaw.
. A

9.. "In'all fields only books consongnt with the Communist ideology are aveilshle.
~ If a book concerns an’'ebjective problem or science it has at least to be provided
with a preface in which the author pays tribute to the USSR sad Stslin, such &
preface serving as & lixk hetwéen the new system and the old maberial of the book,
In future this procedure will not be considered sufficient:’ all the new pooks
plenned and haged exclusively on Soviet science - nauka radiecks - will have to
actively condemn the West. - ‘ : i
" 50X1-HUM
he spirit of the population is breeking slowly under
the 'stress of (ommunlst oppressioh. Whatever resistance and oppasition there
is - and there is a lot of 1t - is forced into silence by the esplonage system of
the regime, In 1947 political discussions. among strangers on railway tralns were
‘ very frequent. When PFR- and PPS were merged in 1948 they still ocourred, ‘although
_ p people started being more careful. Now they efe quite unthinksble. It seems:
' that some of the youth hms been won over by the regime, although it is impossible
to say to what an extent. The Commnist regime is something very strong, and
strength has alweys impressed the young. BSecondly, they play very sbly on the
conflict of old end young. They give to understand that old people as such are
non-cepable, that the world and the future belong to the youngs The old generation
are attacked as reactionaries who lost Poland: the young will win it back ®I50X1-HUM
other means. For & time at Ropka the son of & friend and & very
active ZMP member. He was insatiable in his curiosity for the West and his
thirst for knowledge in general; the sbove are largely his views, According to
him the best heads in ZIMP imagine thet some day and somehow they will shake off
Soviet dominstion and establish s Comminist paradise in Poland, Actuslly it 1is
- very difficult o determine what proportion of the youth hss been won over and
what bas not., In 1950ﬂ & ZMP meeting at Torun in the Wojewodatwo
Pomorskie, About 200 boys attended. ZMP had called the meebting in order to 50X1-HUM
enlist the aid of the youth in the collectivization drive. The speakers smphati-
cally described every individual peasant as an exploiter. Onily ome boy gontradicted
them. He wss the son of & small farmer who had worked half his life in the US in
order to be able to buy himself s small ferm in Polsnd, The boy relsted his
father's struggle and wanted to know how he could be called en exploiter, As the

Atﬁﬁud.ea of Young fdn le
10, }B
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meeting was guperintendad by UB nobody dared to support the bby; The

organizers just passed his speech over without comment. If they were

free, 954 of the boys Would be against the regime and sbout 50X1-HUM
5% woald favour it. However, the pitture is confused by opportunists -

and careerists. : . o _

YOne factor will always Xeep the youth sgainst the present regime, This is
its ebject subservience 6 the USSR. Whatever their ideology - even if it

is Communist - Polish boys will alweys bitterly resent the fact that the
Polish army, navy, railway, etc. ere virtvally Soviet, Peradoxical es this
may sound, Poland would be much more loyal, towards’Gespwwxiymp 3f the Communists
4id not make such great efforts to keep it loysl. -

“The attitude of today's youth camnot be judged by iis behavicur; Which is
determined by fesar of the consequences of any rash word of action, thought for
the future, the desire to graduate from-college, etc. The youth has no change

. to ghow its #pirit., That will appear only in battle when the war starts. = Any

active resistance is mesningless under present circumstances. They keep quiet,
see through th8 tricks of the regime very well and hope that the war will solve
al.’!. problems, ‘

"As regerds the Polish emigration in the West, ite influence 18 50X1-HUM
not too ‘great in Poland, - One of the weaknesses of the Poles is that they

alvays believe todmmuch in suthtrities snd think too little themselves. -Among

the emigres there ie no great politician or great personality to capture their
imsgination and to figure as an suthority, Comparatively little ia know of the

emigres and no importance attached to their conflicts; it ie thought that they

will be united when necesgary. It is also thought that the approaching military
conflict will be so worldwide that national armies will play no great part except
perhaps on ®heir own soil and at & psychological moment, Therefore, political

activity is considered more importent than the sword end no very great hopes are

placed on sych military men &s Anders. The othér well-known name is Mikolajozyk.

Both are thought ambitious but lacking the quality of leadership. ‘ 50X1-HUM ,

A

It is all very well to
talk of resistance to the regime - and that certainly exists - but in the form of
a gensral 'malsise,’ an unhappiness, a discontent. Actually the system rules
not ‘only the bodies of men but the inner life, the thoughts, the will, the feelinge
of its victims. It is a mistake to believe that the power of the regime ends
vhere the human soul begins, that man under Communism can be free in his thoughts.
If ‘a human being is prevented from intellectual and spiritual communion with his
likes, from an'exchenge of opinion with qthers,all free thought cesses. He
cen wake no true picture of what exlsts.. He doee not know what he himself thinks
gbout things. Be becomes stultified and brutelized. The pecple themselves' do
hot know what has happened to them. They are uwnhappy; they: are uncomforteble;
they want to escape this state, but they have no principles; no ideas left; no
plan for action, no will to acty . ._. . they cannot win clarity of theirowa
state of mind by discubsing it with others, by sifting and -comparing thoughts

"Religion 1s still & mogt important factor in todey’'s Poland. It is & curious
thing that although numerically the priests are the smallest group in the country,
their reputation and authority is absolutely unimpaired,although the regime has
done its best to meke them contemptible by trials, and by attempts to compromise
and even criminelize them, the usual charges being tax evasion, dlrty life or
support to bandite.

:&1% - attitude - of . the  populaetion- s« responsible : for 3 the + .fact. ... ...

in . all schools thers . are . | stil
morning prayers although the teachers wait in the passage until they are over,

for teachers are forbidden to senction prayers by their presence, In 1948 all
crosses were removed from the classrooms. Since the Church-State agreement they
have been hung up again though not on the main wall, mestly over the dcor. In
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boarding schools (such as PCWM) the discipline is stricter snd in most cases

there are no crogses. The papers put out by the Catholic Church ere cerefully

read, and the faithful try to read between the lines. The editions are pitifully
small, but the papers ere treasured and passed from hard to hend. 50X1-HUM

17, YAll Stettin churches, save one; are full on Sundays. Thet one is the Kosecicl
Rzymsko = Katolickl Polski Pod Wezwaniem Swiatego Pilotra 1 Pavla on the Ulica
Cloneczna, This church is well appointed, with several altars and many pictures
and candles., It represents the Soviet efforts to establish a Polish ‘mations}l’.
church. The service is Catholic. The priests are trained in a gpescisl seminsry
in Lwow. The
good Catholics regard ¥he "national’' chureh as a heresy; nothing is spoken or
written dbout it. Its hesd is unknown. It has no popularity smong the ordinary
people. They believe that the priests serve the UB and will report the most
trivial anti-regime thought they hear in confession.

18. “Great pressure is exerted on Catholic priests to become ’patrictic’® priests.
It is & wonder, actually, that so few succumb. Some priests, it is true, have
passef, examinations in Marxism-leninism. This does not mean that they fevor
the regime., Such examinstions are & condition for teaching in the schools.

19. | st the ﬂ, up to Dec 51, 100 boys from verious O0X1-HUM
parts of the country Despite all the anti-religious pressure, st 50X1-HUM
least 10 of these asked to go to mass on Sundays. The politicel leadership :
of the school took ne immediate steps against these boys but gualifisd their
exeminations and esppointment %o jobs. The politruks took speeial psing also
to examine such boys in Marxism and to force them to leern it. If the boys
418 learn theilr Marxism, nothing could be done to thpm for their zeligion as
the concordate bas a certain protective effect despite everything. Tie school
took to otber means to meke chwrchgoing difficult: every Sundsy the pupils
were given gomething to do Just et the time divine service wes being celebrated -
sometimes 1t was a general review, sometimes s ZMP méeting, sometimes a £ilm
matinee. OSport was also used as a deterrent, especially the ‘bieg narodowy®
or natlonal race, which begine with local end district competitions, and
necesgitates much training; sll during church services. In spring and awbumn
there was ‘voluntery’ work in the fields. ‘ :

20 Christisnity is the snly philosophy in Folsad which csn hold “0X1-HUM
its own against Communism. Every other ides 1s undermined and discredited. ‘
- The Christians, however, ere unaffected and the Church has made msny proselytes
in the last years from among formerly neutral people. Such meutral people now
become practising Christians because they find spiritual elements in Christisnity
which they have always missed, There are also other factors: +the Church is
the only public manifestation which exists today of opposition to the USSR and
of Polish patriotism, as it is common to &ll Poles (&8s oppbsed to Russlans who
‘have the Orthodox Church or no faith at all.) The sttraction of the Church is
largely emotional., It is & sort of commnion in the natiomnal spirit, the only
place where Foles can feel Poles togetber. It is elso the only place where free
speech still exists - the freest speech in Poland today is the Sunday sermon in
church. :J.:hat alone is a great attraction for a people stifled in their national
feelings.

- end -
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